The Olive Plant

By Morgan Reschny

Then the dove came to him in the evening, and behold, a freshly plucked olive leaf in her mouth; and Noah

knew the waters had subsided from the earth.

Genesis 8:11
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The very attractive and useful olive plant is used many times in the Bible. The tree is native around the Mediterranean Sea and tropical and central parts of Asia, though its relatives are found in some parts of Africa. 

The tree begins to flower tiny cream-coloured flowers in May, which turn into the fruit around autumn. The tree doesn’t grow very tall, but live up to a thousand years while still producing fruit. Over time, the trunk becomes gnarled and hollow. The complex root system of the olive tree allows it to survive in really dry and rocky areas in mountains and fields.

 Olive oil is used in cooking, facial and other anointments, lamps, soaps and cosmetics. 

