The Gourd

A more accurate term for the gourd is the colycinth. The gourd is a common vine found in dry areas. The gourd is a close relative to the watermelon, and like the watermelon, it creeps along the ground. It has leaves much like the leaves of a grape plant. The colycinth is about the size of an orange and has a yellowish rind, a greenish pulp, and its seeds are light brown. The colycinth’s flesh is extremely bitter.


Gourds were the earliest plant species domesticated by humans. They were originally used by man as containers or vessels before they started making vessels from clay or stone pottery. Sometimes gourds are referred to as ‘nature’s pottery’. Some think that the original shape of clay pottery was modeled after the shape of certain gourd varieties. It has also been found that gourds’ skins were used to replace parts of skulls in the Neolithic times as a type of surgery.

Bible Verses

Advice commonly given to children is “Don’t eat unknown plants!”  However, one of the sons of the prophets did go out and gather this unknown plant. The sons of the prophets had to make a meal for a group of 30 or 40 people with very little notice. But Elisha had faith that God would provide the food and told them to put on the large pot. They went out into the field to collect edible plants and happened upon the colycinth. This gave them all the food they needed!

(1 Ki 6:18 NIV) The inside of the temple was cedar, carved with gourds and open flowers. Everything was cedar/ no stone was to be seen.

(2 Ki 4:39 NIV) One of them went out into the fields to gather herbs and found a wild vine. He gathered some of its gourds and filled the fold of his cloak. When he returned, he cut them up into the pot of stew, though no one knew what they were.
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