Cedar of Lebanon

Cedus libani




                                                                        

           Ancient Cedrus libani, cedar of Lebanon, at Cedars of the Lord 

	Imagine the aroma inside Solomon’s temple for God. “ He lined the walls of the house on the inside with boards of cedar; from the floor of the house to the rafters of the ceiling, he covered them on the inside with wood...” 1Kings 6:15

	Cedar of Lebanon

Cedrus libani

It is an evergreen coniferous tree growing up to 40 m tall, with a thick ridged trunk up to 2.5 m in diameter. Like pines, two kinds of branches are found on cedar, known botanically as short shoots and long shorts.  The green to blue-green needle-like leaves are clustered in groups of 15 – 45. The seed cones are produced often every second year, and mature in 12 months from pollination. In late autumn, mature female cones are 8-12 cm long and 4-6 cm wide, often slightly resinous. They are erect and break up to release the winged seeds through the winter. The seeds are 15 mm long, 6 mm broad, with a triangular wing 20-25 mm long. First cone production typically begins when the tree is 20-40 years old. The pollen cones are wormlike, 3–5 cm long, produced in late summer and shedding pollen in autumn. In Lebanon and Turkey it is most abundant at altitudes of 1,000-2,000 m.

 The Cedar of Lebanon was important to various civilizations. The trees were used by the ancient Phoenicians for building trade and military ships, as well as houses and temples. The Egyptians used its resin for mummification, and its sawdust was found in the pharaoh's tombs. Kings far and near requested the wood for religious and civil constructs, the most famous of which are King Solomon's Temple in Jerusalem and David’s and Solomon’s Palaces. 

The wood is also used for humbler purposes requiring resistance to weather, such as shakes and shingles. Cedar wood and cedar oil is known to be a natural repellent to moths, hence hope chests were made of cedar when available. 

Cedar is resistant to decay, fragrant, and has a beautiful grain.




