
 
 
Growing in Knowledge 
 
RECONCILIATION:  Our young people grow in freedom and responsibility. 
The act or state of re-establishing friendship between God and a human being, or 
between two persons.  The willingness to be reconciled with another person is a 
necessary condition for obtaining God’s mercy. 
 
TIMELINE:        February 
 
READINGS:     Galatians 5:13-14 
 
 
VIRTUES:        Forgiveness, patience, self-discipline, compassion, cleanliness, 
responsibility, consideration, peacefulness, tolerance, understanding. 
 
TEACHER REFLECTIONS:  How is the key message of “Our young people grow 
in freedom and responsibility” reflected in your school/workplace, your role, and 
your personal life? 
 
SOCIAL SKILLS PROGRAMMING: 
 
 
 
 
FIRST NATIONS/MÉTIS CONNECTIONS: 
 
 
 
 
WE CELEBRATE:    
 
 
SCHOOL ACTIVITIES: 
 
 
 
 
STUDENT REFLECTIONS: 
 
 
 
 
 



Prayer Liturgy for Schools 
 

Gospel Value: RECONCILIATION 
 
 

Opening Song: (see table of suggested songs) 
 
Leader:  Let us begin our celebration with the sign of our faith. 
   In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy  
   Spirit. 
 
All:   Amen. 
 
Leader:  Let us pray: 

Creator God, you know us as we are and you love us always.  
Strengthen us to do good things in our daily lives and forgive us 
when we do not.  Help us to remember that we are brothers and 
sisters who need to respect and help one another and to forgive 
each other when we cause hurt by our words or actions.  We ask 
this in the name of Jesus, who reconciled us by his sacrifice. 

 
All:   Amen. 
 
Leader:  Let us listen carefully to the Word of God. 
 

Readings should always be proclaimed clearly and loudly from a 
Bible or lectionary. 

 
Reader 1:  A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians. 
 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with 
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.  Bear 
with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another 
forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive.  Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony.  And let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the 
one body. 

 
   The Word of the Lord. 
 
All:   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm Response: (CBW III #52) The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 
    My soul, give thanks to the Lord 
    All my being, less his holy name. 
    My soul, give thanks to the Lord 
    And never forget all his blessings. 
    



Response: The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

It is he who forgives all your guilt, 
Who heals every one of your ills, 
Who redeems your life from the grave, 
Who crowns you with love and compassion. 

 
Response: The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

The Lord does deeds of justice, 
Gives judgment for all who are oppressed. 
He made known his ways to Moses 
And his deeds to Israel’s children. 

 
 
Response: The Lord is kind and merciful. 
 

The Lord is compassion and love, 
Slow to anger and rich in mercy. 
For as the heavens are high above the earth 
So strong is his love for those who fear him. 

 
Response: The Lord is kind and merciful. 

 
Gospel Acclamation: Choose one that is familiar to your school community. 
 
Leader:  A reading from the gospel according to Matthew. 
 

When you are offering your gift at the altar, if you remember that 
your brother or sister has something against you, leave your gift 
there before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your brother or 
sister, and then come and offer your gift. 

 
   The gospel of the Lord. 
 
All:   Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Leader: You may now share a prepared reflection on the readings that 

were just proclaimed and how they relate to the school 
community. 

 
   Some points that you may wish to include are these: 
 

• God loves us and knows everything about us, both good 
and bad.  His compassion and mercy are always available 
to us. 

• As followers of Jesus, we are called to be peacemakers; to 
reconcile and be reconciled.  Sometimes that means that 
we have to let go of anger and forgive others.  At other 
times, we may have to acknowledge that we were wrong 
and ask others to forgive us. 



• God’s forgiveness is available to us anytime through the 
sacrament of reconciliation. 

 
Closing Song: Music Suggestions (could work for either opening or closing) 

 
 

Catholic Book of Worship III 
 

 
Spirit and Song 

#622 I Will Sweep Away Your Transgressions #63 The Cry of the Poor 
#516 Only This I Want #104 Amazing Grace 
 #208 There is a Longing 

 
You may also want to consider songs from the Religion programs, such as: 
 
  People of Peace (Grade 5) 
  I Am You (Grade 7) 
  Forgive your Brothers and your Sisters (Grade 8) 






























