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Name:  
Rocks and Minerals – Properties

Use the Fossweb site to answer these questions. The links on the left will take you where you need to go.

1) Identify these rocks and minerals:

a) Medium to coarse-grained, intrusive igneous rock, forms below Earth's crust from slowly cooling magma. (Slow cooling allows larger crystals to form.) Color ranges from white to gray to pink. Contains large amounts of quartz and feldspar.
i) Name: ____     

ii) Image: ____     

b) Forms from sandstone that comes in contact with a source of heat, such as an intrusion of igneous rock. The quartz grains grow together by recrystallization. Often white or pink. Does not react with acid.

i) Name: ____     

ii) Image: ____     

c) Sedimentary Rock composed of large, rounded pieces of rock. The grains are larger than those that make up sandstone. May be composed of pebbles that differ greatly in color from the matrix.
i) Name: ____     

ii) Image: ____     

d) This mineral may be purple, green, colorless, white, yellow, pink, red, blue, or black.  White streak and hardness of 4. Forms in hydrothermal veins and around hot springs.
i) Name: ____     

ii) Image: ____     

e) Formed from the bubbly froth at the top of lava. Will often float on water because most of its bubbles are sealed inside.
i) Name: ____     

ii) Image: ____     

f) Metamorphic, coarse-grained rock with minerals arranged in bands. May form from rocks such as shale and granite. The crystals are of the same minerals as found in granite. Begins with a silent “g” sound.
i) Name: ____     

ii) Image: ____     

g) A sedimentary rock, may be composed of the remains of sea creatures or from minerals left over by water. May contain fossils. Calcium carbonate is the main ingredient. Fizzes when acid is dropped on it.
i) Name: ____     

ii) Image: ____     

h) Mineral,  includes combinations of potassium, sodium, calcium, aluminum, silicon, and oxygen. White, reddish, colorless, yellow, gray, or green, Streak: white, Hardness: 6–6 1/2, Cleavage: perfect, right angles, Forms in many igneous and metamorphic rocks.
i) Name: ____     

ii) Image: ____     

2)  Check out the movie of the Apollo 17 astronauts on the moon. 
a) How many previous missions actually landed men on the moon?   ____     
b) How many missions went after Apollo 17?   ____      
c) The three astronauts were: ____ ,     ____  and   ____ . 
d) When did they land on the moon?  ____  
e) Where did they land on the moon?  ____
f) Because a rock is composed of so many ____ of many  ____  and ____, the astronauts thought it would be a good symbol for mankind.
(Before the next activity, save this document as your name in the folder “Rocks and Minerals Properties”)

3) Click on Moh’s Castle of Doom.  See if you can drill your way out before disaster strikes!  Remember not to waste your hardest drill bits on the softer walls – you may need them later!
