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Canadian Ranger Presentation
will be held at First Nations University Saskatoon Campus Gymnasium on 
MARCH 2, 2010 
12:00 pm

The role played by the Rangers and by the instructors 1 Canadian Ranger Patrol Group is vital to Canadian sovereignty and to the Department of National Defence’s presence in the North. The renewed interest in the security and sovereignty of the Arctic means that the Rangers will continue to be in the forefront of Canada’s northern presence
1 CANADIAN RANGER PATROL GROUP

The First Canadian Ranger Patrol Group (1 CRPG) traces its origin to the Pacific Coast Militia Rangers who were raised in 1942 to act as watchers, along the remote areas of the west coast for signs of activity by the Japanese forces then operating in the Pacific.
With the end of the Second World War and the start of the Cold War the North became an area of concern.  The Canadian Rangers duties were expanded to cover the Arctic and Canada’s coastlines. In the late 1940’s and early 1950’s rifles were issued to reliable individuals in communities in the high arctic along with instructions to report any unusual activity in their areas. By the late 1950’s Ranger Platoons and Companies had been established throughout the North.
The end of the Cold War has brought new concerns about intrusion by foreign powers in Canadian waters in Canada’s sparsely populated but potentially rich North. The Rangers of 1CRPG keep an eye open in their areas and provide support to the operation of the regular military when operating in the North. 
1CRPG has over 1500 Rangers in 57 patrols spread across the three Territories which together constitute 40% of Canada’s land mass. The members of 1CRPG carry out over 110 exercises and operations each year. 
An integral part of the Ranger program is the Junior Canadian Ranger program, the largest youth program in the North. There are over 1200 Junior Rangers in 37 locations co-located with Ranger Patrols. This program began in 1998 and provides young people aged 12 to 18 with a chance to learn traditional skills from elders and take part in life skills and first aid training as well as firearms safety instruction.
The Motto for the Canadian Rangers is “Vigilans” simply translated means “The Watchers”. 

1 CRPG numbers continue to grow, Canadian Rangers as military reservists conducting sovereignty patrols, regular training exercises along with their steadfast presence will continue to watch over the outlying areas of the Canadian North.
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