Invitation to Teachers 

in the Greater Saskatoon Catholic School Division

to Participate in the Solidarity Excursion 

to the Diocesan Mission in Brazil

Preamble: The Diocese of Saskatoon has supported a mission in the state of Alagoas, Brazil since 1964. Through the years, numerous priests and religious, lay people, and students have travelled to the mission and spent time with those who serve there. The impact of the experience often leads to a conversion of heart and a deeper commitment to serve. Upon reflecting on the important role the mission plays in our diocesan understanding of church, the Brazil Mission Awareness Committee believes it would be beneficial to our Catholic School Division to offer the opportunity to eight teachers to spend two weeks in the mission. The potential for good fruit to be offered back into the school division, into the lives of children, and into the hearts of staff, is significant.

Who? Eight teachers from Greater Saskatoon Catholic Schools, accompanied by two members of the Brazil Mission Committee.

What? Travel to the mission in Brazil, with the guidance of Fr. Emile April, February 12 - 26, 2011. This involves teachers using their holiday February break as well as five days of school time. Teachers would be expected to contribute towards the total cost of the experience; some subsidy may be offered by the Brazil Mission Fund. It is suggested that successful candidates attempt to access Travel and Conference funding for some portion, and use some of their supervision days, if accessible, towards sub costs.

Where? The group will visit the mission in Sao Jose da Laje hosted by the Sisters of Mission Service, the mission in Maceio, hosted by the Ursulines of Bruno, and the region of Uniao dos Palmares, where priests, religious and lay people of the diocese of Saskatoon served for many years. The Sisters who are presently serving the mission have offered their hospitality and assistance.

When? Saturday, February 12 – Saturday, February 26:  2011

Why? This is a continuing effort to be Church and to leave “the upper room”. The teachers who work with our young people have tremendous influence on the way that young people perceive the world and themselves. Teachers can play a significant role in the shaping and forming of Catholic identity in their students. It is hoped that, after the teachers have experienced and reflected upon the work of the missionaries with the poor in Brazil, the apostolic and missionary part of their own Catholic identity will be enriched and deepened such that they will nurture and encourage that apostolic call in others. The Brazil Mission Committee is hopeful that the partnership between the two dioceses can continue to develop, and encourages this visit.

Process 
1)  Approval and support has been given in principal by GSCS Division.

2)  Information meeting is scheduled for May 3rd, 7:30 P.M.
3)  Interested teachers will be asked to fill in an Expression of interest form, and submit it to Margaret Sanche, chair of the Brazil Mission Awareness Committee.

4)  BMAC will select eight teachers from these applications.

5)  Sept thru December of 2010, additional requirement of attendance at three or

four sessions for preparation.

For more information, see the Brazil Mission portion of the website of the Diocese of Saskatoon:

http://www.saskatoonrcdiocese.com/brazil_mission/index.cfm
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