Robert Bateman – Sheer Drop, Ghost of the North
Robert McLellan Bateman, painter (b at Toronto 24 May 1930). Bateman received his early training as a naturalist at Toronto's Royal Ontario Museum and studied painting and drawing with Gordon Payne and Carl SCHAEFER. As a young artist he was inspired by the GROUP OF SEVEN . He explored several abstract and semi-abstract styles before settling on the realism he is known for today. 

Going back to his 20-year career as a high school teacher (art, geography) in southern Ontario, Bateman has consistently combined art and environmental advocacy. As a young man he helped establish Ontario's Bruce Trail, and in recent years he has used his renown as an artist to promote environmental causes around the world. Since moving to British Columbia in 1985 he has actively opposed large-scale industrial fishing and logging. Many of his paintings contain overt CONSERVATION messages. He speaks out frequently about the threat to traditional ecosystems, both natural and human, which he refers to as "the disappearing world." Bateman's book Thinking Like a Mountain, detailing his thoughts on the growing eco-crisis, was published in 2000. In 2002 he published Birds, which collected many of his finest paintings of birds and bird life. 

In part because of his enormous popularity and in part because of his chosen subject matter, Bateman has an uneasy relationship with the "fine art" establishment, which tends to categorize his work as "wildlife art." Nonetheless, his best works, which frequently place wild animals in carefully researched, ecologically accurate natural settings, are also sophisticated compositions that often owe a considerable debt to modern abstractionists such as Mark Rothko and Canada's Paul-Emile BORDUAS as well as to traditional Japanese and Chinese art. In 1985 an exhibition of his work entitled Portraits of Nature was mounted at the Smithsonian Institution in Washington, DC. A major retrospective of his work is scheduled to open in November 2007 and to tour until 2009. He was made an Officer of the Order of Canada in 1984 and a Member of the Order of British Columbia in 2001. 

Author RICK ARCHBOLD

http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1ARTA0000556
Sheer Drop – Mountain Goats
(scroll down for description) 
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48” x 36”, oil, 1980

Ghost of the North – Great Gray Owl
(scroll down for description) 
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36” x 48”, acrylic, 1982
The great gray owl is truly a ghost of the north. It is fleeting and silent. Its wing feathers have downy edges, making its flight totally silent. The colours are subdued, and the patterns provide excellent camouflage. 

http://robertbateman.ca/paintings/GhostoftheNorthGHO.htm
The idea of this picture began as a pure abstraction. I was probably inspired by an impressive show at the Metropolitan Museum of Art of the giant, non-objective paintings by Clyfford Still. These consist of great streaks and masses of colour. In "Sheer Drop", the slashing white line and the two white blobs have a life of their own, regardless of the subject. There is an expression of instability and massiveness. This would describe the world of the mountain goat.��Of all the American mammals, the world of the mountain goat is the most rarified and precipitous, and yet he negotiates it with the nonchalant ease of a stroll in the park. I would be in a state of sheer terror if I was in their position, but the goats' bland expressions are compatible with their confidence.��They are not a true goat, but are in a special family part way to the antelopes. They also have a unique build. To me, their movements are reminiscent of the strut of a baboon. In addition to creating the texture of the rock, I was very absorbed by portraying the textures of their fur.
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