Leslie Nielsen – Airplane
Leslie William Nielsen (born February 11, 1926) is a Canadian-American comedian and actor. Although Nielsen's acting career crossed a variety of genres in both television and films, he has achieved his greatest film success in comedies, including Airplane! and The Naked Gun series of films. His portrayal of serious characters seemingly oblivious of their absurd surroundings gave Nielsen a reputation as a comedian.[1] A series of later comedies attempted to emulate the popularity of his prior roles.

This paralleled the serious roles of his early career. Leading roles in the science fiction classic Forbidden Planet and as the ship's captain in The Poseidon Adventure came long before Nielsen considered a turn to comedy. His deadpan delivery as a doctor in 1980's Airplane! marked a turning point in Nielsen's career, one that would make him, in the words of film critic Roger Ebert, "the Olivier of spoofs."[2] He may be best known for his roles as Frank Drebin in The Naked Gun, Dr. Rumack in Airplane!, and most recently, President Harris in the Scary Movie series. Nielsen has appeared in over 100 films and 1,500 television programs over the span of his career, portraying over 220 characters.

Early life
Nielsen was born in Regina, Saskatchewan, to Ingvard and Maybelle Nielsen. His father was Danish, and his mother was Welsh.[3] Nielsen's older brother, Erik Nielsen (1924–2008), was Deputy Prime Minister of Canada during the 1980s. Nielsen is also a nephew of actor Jean Hersholt.

Nielsen spent several years living in Fort Norman, Northwest Territories when his father was stationed there with the Royal Canadian Mounted Police.[4]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leslie_Nielsen" \l "cite_note-PlayingDefense-4#cite_note-PlayingDefense-4" \o "" [5] Following his graduation from Victoria Composite High School in Edmonton, Nielsen enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force and served as an aerial gunner in World War II (though never sent overseas).[6] He then worked as a disc jockey at a Calgary radio station, before enrolling at the Lorne Greene Academy of Radio Arts in Toronto.[7] He moved to New York City when he received a scholarship for the Neighborhood Playhouse. Nielsen studied theater and music, while performing in summer stock theatre. In 1948, he made his first television appearance in a Studio One episode.

Early career
Nielsen's career began in dramatic roles, with numerous appearances as a doctor, lawyer, or police officer. In 1950 alone, he appeared in almost 50 live programs. Nielsen reported that for his salary that there "...was very little gold...we only got $75 or $100 per show."[8] His distinctive voice narrated several documentaries and commercials. With a handful of exceptions, his early work as a dramatic actor was uneventful. Hal Erickson notes, "...much of Nielsen's early work was undistinguished; he was merely a handsome leading man in an industry overstocked with handsome leading men."[9]
Soon after moving to Hollywood in 1954 under a contract with Paramount,[8] he was cast as Commander John J. Adams in the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer film Forbidden Planet (1956) which would receive many good reviews.[10] The film took its plot from Shakespeare's The Tempest, and also starred Walter Pidgeon and Anne Francis. Nielsen is also known for his roles as Debbie Reynolds' love interest in the first of the Tammy films, Tammy and the Bachelor, Captain Harrison in The Poseidon Adventure (1972), as well as in the M*A*S*H episode "The Ringbanger". Nielsen screened for the role of Messala in the 1959 film Ben-Hur, but Stephen Boyd was given the role.[11]
Nielsen has appeared in over 100 films and 1,500 television programs over the span of his career, portraying over 220 characters.[12]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leslie_Nielsen" \l "cite_note-1500Greensboro-12#cite_note-1500Greensboro-12" \o "" [13]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leslie_Nielsen" \l "cite_note-imdb-13#cite_note-imdb-13" \o "" [14] His early television appearances include parts in Alfred Hitchcock Presents, The Virginian, and The Wild Wild West. His first leading role in a television series was as American Revolutionary War hero Francis Marion in Disney's The Swamp Fox, a spin-off of the Davy Crockett series. The series also featured his singing of the theme song.[15] In 1961, he was the lead in a taut Los Angeles police drama called The New Breed. In 1968, he had a major role in the pilot film for the popular police series Hawaii Five-O, and also later appeared in one of the episodes in the seventh season. In 1969, he had the leading role as a police officer in The Bold Ones: The Protectors.

Nielsen also starred in the William Girdler-directed 1977 action film Project: Kill. His last role before portraying mainly comedy roles was the Canadian disaster film City on Fire in which he played a corrupt mayor. In 1980, he guest starred as Sinclair on the CBS miniseries The Chisholms.

Achievements
Among his numerous awards, Leslie Nielsen received UCLA's Jack Benny Award for his comedic roles in 1995.[21] In 1988, he became the 1,884th personality to receive a star on the Hollywood Walk of Fame at 6541 Hollywood Blvd.[42] In 2001 he was inducted into Canada's Walk of Fame.[42] The following year he was made an Officer of the Order of Canada, although he is also a naturalized U.S. citizen.[43] With his American status, he still maintains his Canadian heritage: "There's no way you can be a Canadian and think you can lose it...Canadians are a goodly group. They are very aware of caring and helping."[44] On May 19, 2005, during the centennial gala of his birth province, Saskatchewan, Leslie Nielsen was introduced to HM Queen Elizabeth II.[45]
In 2003, in honor of Nielsen, Grant MacEwan College named its school of communications after him.[46] Also in 2003, the Alliance of Canadian Cinema, Television and Radio Artists awarded him the ACTRA Award of Excellence.[46]
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