Middle Level English Language Arts (ELA)
Grade 10A
Canadian Frontiers and Homeland
Unit Overview
Context:  Multi-genre thematic
Timeline:  Approximately five weeks

Canadian Frontiers and Homeland exposes the students to a variety of literary genre that help to explain who we are as a nation and the impact Canada has had on the world around us. Students will look at world events from the early 1900’s to the present and see how these have been portrayed through the eyes of Canadian writers, poets, artists, songwriters/performers, and actors/actresses. 
English Language Arts Goals and Outcomes Overview  ***Grade 9 Outcomes have been included for now***
	Comprehend and Respond (CR). Students will extend their abilities to view, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a range of contemporary and traditional grade-level texts from First Nations, Métis, and other cultures in a variety of forms (oral, print, and other texts) for a variety of purposes including for learning, interest, and enjoyment.


CR9.1a View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address identity (e.g., The Search for Self), social responsibility (e.g., Our Shared Narratives), and efficacy (e.g., Doing the Right Thing).

CR9.1b View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address identity (e.g., Exploring Loyalty, Love, and Relationships), social responsibility (e.g., Equal Opportunity), and efficacy (e.g., Surviving and Conquering).

CR9.2a and CR9.2b Select and use appropriate strategies to construct meaning before (e.g., formulating focus questions), during (e.g., adjusting rate to the specific purpose and difficulty of the text), and after (e.g., analyzing and evaluating) viewing, listening, and reading.

CR9.3a and CR9.3b Use pragmatic (e.g., language suitable for intended audience), textual (e.g., author’s thesis or argument, how author organized text to achieve unity, coherence, and effect), syntactic (e.g., parallel structures), semantic/lexical/morphological (e.g., connotation and denotation), graphophonic (e.g., common spellings and variants for effect or dialect), and other cues (e.g., fonts, colour) to construct and to confirm meaning.

CR9.4a View and demonstrate comprehension and evaluation of visual and multimedia texts including illustrations, maps, charts, graphs, pamphlets, photography, art works, video clips, and dramatizations to glean ideas suitable for identified audience and purpose.

CR9.4b View and demonstrate comprehension of visual and multimedia texts to synthesize and summarize ideas from multiple visual and multimedia sources.

CR9.5a Listen purposefully to understand, analyze, and evaluate oral information and ideas from a range of texts including conversations, discussions, interviews, and speeches.

CR.5b Listen purposefully to understand, analyze, and evaluate oral information and ideas from a range of texts including directions and train of thought, main points, and presentation techniques.

CR9.6a and CR9.6b Read and demonstrate comprehension and interpretation of grade-level appropriate texts including traditional and contemporary prose fiction, poetry, and plays from First Nations, Métis, and other cultures to develop an insightful interpretation and response. 

CR9.7a and CR9.7b Read independently and demonstrate comprehension of a variety of information texts including expository essays, historical accounts, news articles, and scientific writing.

CR9.8a and CR9.8b Read grade 9 appropriate texts to increase fluency and expression (150+wcpm orally; 215-260 silently)

	Compose and Create (CC). Students will extend their abilities to speak, write, and use other forms of representation to explore and present thoughts, feelings, and experiences in a variety of forms for a variety of purposes and audiences.


CC9.1a Create various visual, multimedia, oral, and written texts that explore identity (e.g., The Search for Self), social responsibility (e.g., Our Shared Narratives), and efficacy (e.g., Doing the Right Thing).

CC9.1b Create various visual, multimedia, oral, and written texts that explore identity (e.g., Exploring Loyalty, Love, and Relationships), social responsibility (e.g., Equal Opportunity), and efficacy (e.g., Surviving and Conquering)

C9.2a and CC9.2b Create and present an individual researched inquiry project related to a topic, theme, or issue studied in English language arts.

CC9.3.a and CC9.3b Select and use appropriate strategies to communicate meaning before (e.g., considering and valuing own observations, experiences, ideas, and opinions as sources for ideas), during (e.g., shaping and reshaping drafts with audience and purpose in mind), and after (e.g., ensuring that all parts support the main idea or thesis) speaking, writing, and other representing activities.

CC9.4a and CC9.4b Use pragmatic (e.g., inclusive language that supports people across cultures, genders, ages, and abilities), textual (e.g., strong leads, coherent body, and effective endings), syntactic (e.g., subordination to show more precisely the relationships between ideas), semantic/lexical/morphological (e.g., both the denotative and connotative meaning of words), graphophonic (e.g., knowledge of spelling patterns and rules to identify, analyze, and correct spelling errors), and other cues (e.g., combine print and visuals to enhance presentations) to construct and to communicate meaning.
CC9.5a Create and present a variety of visual and multimedia presentations to best represent message for an intended audience and purpose.

CC9.5b Create and present a variety of visual and multimedia presentations including addressing various audiences for one proposal.

CC9.6a and CC9.6b Use oral language to interact purposefully, confidently, and appropriately in a variety of situations including participating in one-to-one, small group, and large group discussions (e.g., prompting and supporting others, solving problems, resolving conflicts, building consensus, articulating and explaining personal viewpoint, discussing preferences, speaking to extend current understanding, celebrating special events and accomplishments).

CC9.7a and CC9.7b Use oral language intentionally to express a range of information and ideas in formal and informal situations including dramatic readings of poems, monologues, scenes from plays, and stories and presenting reasoned arguments of opposing viewpoints.

CC9.8a Write to describe (a profile of a character), to narrate (a narrative essay), to explain and inform (a researched report), and to persuade (a review).

CC9.8b Write to describe (a description of a scene), to narrate (a personal essay), to explain and inform (a multi-paragraph letter), and to persuade (a letter to the editor).
CC9.9a and CC9.9b Experiment with a variety of text forms (e.g., debates, meetings, presentations to unfamiliar audiences, poetry, précis, short script, advice column, video documentary, comic strip) and techniques (e.g., tone, persona, point-of-view, imagery, dialogue, figurative language).

	Assess and Reflect on Language Abilities (AR). Students will extend their abilities to assess and reflect on their own language skills, discuss the skills of effective viewers, representers, listeners, speakers, readers, and writers, and set goals for future improvement.


AR9.1a and AR9.1b Assess personal strengths and needs as a viewer, listener, reader, representer, speaker, and writer and contributions to the community of learners, and develop goals based on assessment and work toward them.

AR9.2a and AR9.2b Assess own and others’ work for clarity, correctness, and impact.

Each outcome is supported by indicators which provide the breadth and depth of the expectations for the outcomes. The outcomes and their indicators are listed on pages 33-51. Teachers are encouraged to build upon outcomes in the previous grades and provide scaffolding to support student achievement of the Grade 9 outcomes.

Resources Used in This Unit
Multi-media
· Historica Minutes (online)
Short Stories

· 1900 – 1940:  Lucy Maud Montgomery - excerpt from novel: ``Emily`s Quest`` in Sightlines 10( page 66-67)
· 1950 – 1990:  Guy Vanderhaeghe  -- ``What I Learned From Caesar`` in Man Descending  (page 79-91)
· 2000 – Present:  Wes Fine Day—``The Hockey Game`` in Voices Under One Sky( page 54)
Poems

· 1900 – 1940:  Robert Service - ``The Shooting of Dan McGrew`` in Poetry In Focus (page 62-64)
· 1950 – 1990:  Glen Sorestad - ``Springtime High School Presentation`` in Blood and Bone, Ice and Stone ( page 56-57)
· 2000 – Present:  Anna Neuheimer-- ``A Letter To The Media`` in Sightlines 10( page 388)
Art / Artists 

· 1900 – 1940: Emily Carr http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/Exhibitions/EmilyCarr/en/index.php
· 1950 – 1990: Allen Sapp http://www.allensapp.com
· 2000 – Present: Robert Bateman http://robertbateman.ca
Songs / Songwriters / Performers

· 1900 – 1940: Guy Lombardo (Auld Lang Syne)
· 1950 – 1990: Joni Mitchell (Woodstock, Clouds) or Buffy Sainte-Marie (Universal Soldier, Up Where We Belong)
· 2000 – Present: Michael Buble (Home, Everything)

Movie Clips / Actors / Actresses

· 1900 – 1940: Mary Pickford (My Best Girl – 1927)

· 1950 – 1990: Leslie Nielsen (Airplane – 1980)

· 2000 – Present: Mike Myers (Austin Powers: International Man of Mystery – 1997)
	Purpose / Outcomes 
	Strategies / Assessment
	Learning Activities

	Set purpose to unit

Define eras in history

Non-fiction reading

CR9.1, CR9.2

Short story analysis

CR9.1, CR9.2

Expository Writing

(multi-paragraph)

Poetry analysis

CR9.2 CR9.7

CR9.4

CC9.4

Analyzing visual art

Main Ideas 

Noting influences

Para / Infer

Personal reflection

Visual review

Representing

CR9.1, CR9.2

CC9.3  CC9.5

AR9.2

CR9.2 CR9.7

CR9.5

CC9.3

CC9.4  AR9.1

Impression in music

Messages in lyrics

Emotions in lyrics

Representation

Biography

CC9.3  CC9.5

AR9.2

CR9.2 CR9.4

Paraphrase

    /Inference

Citing works

Describing

   character

Oral Dramatization

CC9.5  CC9.6

CC9.7

AR9.1  AR9.2


	Focus Questions
3 column FRAME

3 column chart

(in notebook)

5 paragraph essay 

       frame

5 paragraph essay

Poetry Analysis

TPCASTT

Skim and Scan

It Says, I Say…
TRIMS
3 panel leaflet

TRIMS
Biography

It Says… Frame

Oral presentation
	Introduction
Questions for Deeper Understanding:

· How do we define ourselves as ‘Canadian’?

· How does being a Canadian influence writers, artists, actors, and other notable individuals?

· How has Canadian history influenced the people who live in Canada as well as other people around the world?
Background to Eras in Canadian History

Introduce students to events that influenced the world and Canada during the following three eras:

· 1900 – 1940

(WWI, WWII, Depression)

· 1950 – 1990

(Social revolution, Prosperity, Centennial)

· 2000 – Present

(Terrorism, Technological Boom)

Introduce section by viewing Historica Minutes Video Clips (Vimy Ridge, Expo ’67, Water Pump)

http://www.histori.ca/minutes/theme.do?id=10007&className=ca.histori.minutes.entity.ClassicMinute
http://www.histori.ca/minutes/theme.do?id=10014&className=ca.histori.minutes.entity.ClassicMinute
http://www.histori.ca/minutes/theme.do?id=10014&className=ca.histori.minutes.entity.ClassicMinute
Students will complete the 3 column FRAME (Eras in Canadian History is about events that shaped world and Canadian culture) by researching events from timeline websites.

http://history1900s.about.com/od/famouscrimesscandals/u/timelines.htm#s1
http://history1900s.about.com/library/weekly/aa110900a.htm
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCETimeline&Params=A1
Canadian Authors

In class Canadian short stories: 

· 1900 – 1940:  Lucy Maud Montgomery - excerpt from novel: ``Emily`s Quest`` in Sightlines 10( page 66-67) Figurative Language focus
· 1950 – 1990:  Guy Vanderhaeghe  -- ``What I Learned From Caesar`` in Man Descending  (page 79-91) Character focus
· 2000 – Present:  Wes Fine Day—``The Hockey Game`` in Voices Under One Sky( page 54) Theme focus
Discuss and analyze the theme, characters and figurative language of each of the three short stories. Have students complete a 3 column chart for each short story by noting examples and supporting phrases for the theme, characters, and figurative language.

Mini-lesson: 5 paragraph essay (framed outline and final essay)

Independent Assignment: Students will use the information collected from the short stories to develop a 5 paragraph essay on theme, character, and language use in Canadian literature.

http://particle.physics.ucdavis.edu/Canadians/authors.html#Authors
http://particle.physics.ucdavis.edu/Canadians/More/moreauthors.html#Authors
Canadian Poets

In class Canadian poems: 
· 1900 – 1940:  Robert Service - ``The Shooting of Dan McGrew`` in Poetry In Focus (page 62-64)
· 1950 – 1990:  Glen Sorestad - ``Springtime High School Presentation`` in Blood and Bone, Ice and Stone ( page 56-57)
· 2000 – Present:  Anna Neuheimer-- ``A Letter To The Media`` in Sightlines 10( page 388)
Discuss and analyze each of the poems by completing a TPCASTT frame.

Independent Assignment: Students will analyze three Canadian poems of their own choice as modeled in class by completing TPCASTT frames.
http://www.library.utoronto.ca/canpoetry/index_poet.htm
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/canvers-bin/finder?mode=browse&clctn_nbr=1&terms=&element_nbr=2&page_rows=200
http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/canvers/t16-140-e.html
Canadian Artists
Introduce section by viewing Historica Minutes Video Clips (Emily Carr, Paul Borduas, Ken Danby) http://www.histori.ca/minutes/theme.do?id=10016&className=ca.histori.minutes.entity.ClassicMinute
In class Canadian art: 

· 1900 – 1940: Emily Carr http://www.virtualmuseum.ca/Exhibitions/EmilyCarr/en/index.php 
· 1950 – 1990: Allen Sapp http://www.allensapp.com 
· 2000 – Present: Robert Bateman http://robertbateman.ca
Start each session by reading the write-up on the artist – discuss inspiration, life situations, influences, etc. Note important influence on each artist. Use reading strategies to improve comprehension. Then view several examples of the artist’s works and follow up as indicated.

Emily Carr – analyze art form

· Skim and Scan – complete 3 column jot notes: Life situations/Influences/Analysis of Art form

· Written analysis of art form – complete a simple paragraph noting subject choice, art style, medium, etc.

Allen Sapp – noting influences and inspirations

· Infer main idea – note main idea of each paragraph

· Note influences and inspirations – complete a simple paragraph

Robert Bateman – personal reflection of art work

· It Says, I Say, and So – complete chart

· Personal reflection of art work – complete a simple paragraph reflecting of the impact of the art work on self

Complete a TRIMS device on Here’s How Leaflets, ResouceLines 9/10, page 253.

Independent Assignment: Students will analyze a Canadian artist of their own choice and design a leaflet to highlight the artists work. The leaflet should include 3 pieces of work from the artist, a write-up on each piece, a personal reflection on the artists work, as well as a write up on the artists influences and inspirations.
http://particle.physics.ucdavis.edu/Canadians/artists.html#Artists
http://particle.physics.ucdavis.edu/Canadians/More/moreartists.html#Artists
Canadian Bands/Song Writers

Introduce section by viewing Historica Minutes Video Clips (LaBoldus)
http://www.histori.ca/minutes/theme.do?id=10016&className=ca.histori.minutes.entity.ClassicMinute
In class Canadian songs: 

· 1900 – 1940: Guy Lombardo (Auld Lang Syne)

· 1950 – 1990: Joni Mitchell (Woodstock, Clouds)

Buffy Sainte-Marie (Universal Soldier, Up Where We Belong)

· 2000 – Present: Michael Buble (Home, Everything)

Start each session by reading the write-up on the artist and discussing the person. Note important influence on each artist. Use reading strategies to improve comprehension. Then listen to the artist’s music and follow up as indicated.

Guy Lombardo – Big Band – Impressions from the music

· Read for critics appraisal of music

· Listen to Auld Lang Syne – illustrate impression of piece

Joni Mitchell/Buffy Sainte-Marie – Protest – messages in the music

· Complete TRIMS sheet on writeup

· Create word collage of messages in the lyrics

Michael Buble – Jazz – emotions in the lyrics

· Read write up for background information

· Listen to song and note how Buble uses his voice for emotional impact – complete a simple paragraph.

Mini lesson on writing a biography.

Independent Assignment: Students will design a CD liner notes that includes a graphic to depict the theme/images of the song, a biography of the performer, and an interpretation of the song

http://particle.physics.ucdavis.edu/Canadians/musicians.html#Musicians
http://particle.physics.ucdavis.edu/Canadians/More/moremusicians.html#Musicians
Canadian Actors/Actresses

Introduce section by viewing Historica Minutes Video Clips (Stratford) 

http://www.histori.ca/minutes/theme.do?id=10016&className=ca.histori.minutes.entity.ClassicMinute
In class Canadian actors/actresses (view parts of the movie for style of the actor): 

· 1900 – 1940: Mary Pickford (My Best Girl – 1927)

· 1950 – 1990: Leslie Nielsen (Airplane – 1980)

· 2000 – Present: Mike Myers (Austin Powers: International Man of Mystery – 1997
Start each session by viewing a clip of the actor’s movie and discussing the style the actor uses. Then read the write-up on the actor and follow up as indicated.

Mary Pickford – paraphrase and make inferences

· Complete ‘It Says, I Say, and So’ Frames for inference

· Read on other ‘Made in Canada’ Hollywood icons

Leslie Nielson – note use of citation in written work

· Note various styles of citations used in the write-up

· Note acting style used by Leslie Nielson

Mike Myers – description of character

· Research diversity of characters Mike Myers has created

· Students to write a few sentences about each character researched

Independent Assignment: Students will create a dramatic oral presentation to inform the rest of the class about one of the assignments they have completed for this unit of work.

http://particle.physics.ucdavis.edu/Canadians/actors.html
http://particle.physics.ucdavis.edu/Canadians/More/moreactors.html#Actors
http://particle.physics.ucdavis.edu/Canadians/actresses.html#Actresses
http://particle.physics.ucdavis.edu/Canadians/More/moreactresses.html#Actresses
http://particle.physics.ucdavis.edu/Canadians/directors.html#Directors/Producers
http://particle.physics.ucdavis.edu/Canadians/More/moredirectors.html#Directors/Producers
General: Well Known Canadians

http://knowledgerush.com/kr/encyclopedia/List_of_famous_Canadian_people/



