Internet Search Skills

Steps toward Better Searching


Google offers advanced search techniques to increase search accuracy. Use these five advanced search terms to expand or limit your search results as necessary.
	+
	Plus
	Use these to tell the search engine if you want to include (+) a word or words. Do not include a space between the + and the word. This will narrow your search.
Example: Space Shuttle +Atlantis

	-
	Minus
	Use these to tell the search engine if you want to not include (-) a word or words. Do not include a space between the + and the word.

Example: chicken -soup

	“ “
	Quotes
	Use quotes to keep a phrase together if you want the engine to search for words in an exact order. This will narrow your search substantially.
Example: "internet search techniques"

	~
	tilde
	The tilde symbol before a word searches for the specific word and its synonyms. Synonyms are different words with similar or identical meanings. This will expand your search.
Example:  car ~repair

	Define:
	Definitions
	Definitions of the word from around the web. Be careful here to choose definitions from only reputable web sites.
Example:  define: computer

	Others
	
	Find a complete list of Google search terms on the Google Cheat Sheet 


Use the examples above to complete the following table:
	Example
	Search
	Hits
	Refined Search
	Hits

	+
	Space shuttle
	
	Space shuttle +Atlantis
	

	-
	Chicken soup
	
	Chicken -soup
	

	“”
	Internet search techniques
	
	“Internet search techniques”
	

	~
	car repair
	
	car ~repair
	

	Define
	define: computer
	
	NA
	NA
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