Middle Level English Language Arts (ELA)
Grade 8
An Eye on our Natural and Technological Environment
Unit Overview
Context:  Multi-genre thematic
Timeline:  Approximately five weeks

We live in a complex world that requires us to live and work with nature, animals, other human beings, and technology in a respectful way. Whenever we live, we use natural and synthetic resources Sometimes we take all of these for granted. Whether it is a simple technology such as a pen or a complex technology such as the Internet, it has an impact on our lives, environment, and society. Considering the role of technology in our past, present, and, especially our future is important.
English Language Arts Goals and Outcomes Overview - Grade 8

	Comprehend and Respond (CR). Students will extend their abilities to view, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a range of contemporary and traditional grade-level texts from First Nations, Métis, and other cultures in a variety of forms (oral, print, and other texts) for a variety of purposes including for learning, interest, and enjoyment.


CR8.1 View, listen to, read, comprehend, and respond to a variety of texts that address identity (e.g., Becoming Myself), social responsibility (e.g., In Search of Justice), and efficacy (e.g., Building a Better World).

CR8.2 Select and use appropriate strategies to construct meaning before (e.g., previewing and anticipating message), during (e.g., making inferences based on text and prior knowledge), and after (e.g., paraphrasing and summarizing) viewing, listening, and reading.

CR8.3 Use pragmatic (e.g., intended audience and tone), textual (e.g., how author organized text to achieve unity and coherence), syntactic (e.g., variety of sentence structures), semantic/lexical/morphological (e.g., imagery), graphophonic (e.g., stress, pitch, and juncture of a word), and other cues (e.g., layout and accompanying graphics) to construct and to confirm meaning. 

CR8.4 View critically and demonstrate comprehension of a variety of visual and multimedia texts including videos, television broadcasts, informational presentations, dramatic presentations, websites, and news programs to locate and interpret key messages and details, to develop conclusions, opinions, and understanding, and to evaluate the effectiveness of the text.

CR8.5 Listen critically to understand, gather information, follow directions, form an opinion, and analyze oral presentations for diverse opinions, presenter’s point of view, values, and biases, stereotypes, or prejudices.

CR8.6 Read and demonstrate comprehension and interpretation of grade-appropriate texts including traditional and contemporary prose fiction, poetry, and plays from First Nations, Métis, and other cultures to evaluate the purpose, message, point of view, craft, values, and biases, stereotypes, or prejudices.

CR8.7 Read independently and demonstrate comprehension of a variety of information texts including understanding the main ideas and supporting evidence, explaining connections between new ideas and information and previous thoughts, and recognizing any biases or false reasoning.

CR8.8 Read grade 8 appropriate texts to increase fluency (140-180 wcpm orally; 180-230 silently) and expression.

	Compose and Create (CC). Students will extend their abilities to speak, write, and use other forms of representation to explore and present thoughts, feelings, and experiences in a variety of forms for a variety of purposes and audiences.


CC8.1 Create various visual, oral, written, and multimedia (including digital) texts that explore identity (e.g., Telling One’s Life Story), social responsibility (e.g., Examining the Influence of Popular Culture), and efficacy (e.g., Creating Turning Points).

CC8.2 Create and present a group inquiry project related to a topic, theme, or issue studied in English language arts.

CC8.3 Select and use the appropriate strategies to communicate meaning before (e.g., plan, organize, and sequence ideas to fit purpose, point of view, and format), during (e.g., use and maintain appropriate point of view for audience and purpose), and after (e.g., revise final drafts and presentations to ensure that the format and patterns within that format contribute to the effectiveness of the composition) speaking, writing, and other representing activities.

CC8.4 Use pragmatic (e.g., use appropriate language register), textual (e.g., use artistic devices such as figurative language), syntactical (e.g., combine sentences to form compound and complex sentences for variety, interest, and effect), semantic/lexical/morphological (e.g., use words to capture a particular aspect of meaning), graphophonic (e.g., correctly pronounce words with proper emphasis), and other cues (e.g, use appropriate sound effects, visuals, and multimedia to enhance presentations) to construct and to communicate meaning.

CC8.5 Create and present a variety of visual and multimedia presentations including an illustrated report, a role play that ends with a tableau, a dramatization, presentation software, a newscast with adequate detail, clarity, and organization to explain (e.g., an important concept), to persuade (e.g., an opinion on an issue, a mini-debate), and to entertain (e.g., a humourous incident). 

CC8.6 Use oral language to interact purposefully, confidently, and respectfully in a variety of situations including one-to-one, small group, and large group discussions (expressing feelings and viewpoints and contributing to group harmony).

CC8.7 Use oral language to effectively express information and ideas of complexity in formal and informal situations (e.g., to debate a point, to participate in a meeting, to give a dramatic reading of a poem or play excerpt).

CC8.8 Write to describe a landscape scene; to narrate a personal story or anecdote and an historical narrative; to explain and inform in a presentation of findings, a biography, a documented research report, and a résumé and covering letter; and to persuade in a mini-debate and a review.

CC8.9 Experiment with a variety of text forms (e.g., Reader’s Theatre, role play, humourous instructions, an electronic presentation, a dramatization, a mini-debate) and techniques (e.g., imagery, music, graphics, and statistics in a multimedia presentation).

Assess and Reflect on Language Abilities (AR). Students will extend their abilities to assess and reflect on their own language skills, discuss the skills of effective viewers, representers, listeners, speakers, readers, and writers, and set goals for future improvement.
AR8.1 Use information gathered in self-assessment and teacher’s assessment to develop and work on goals for improving viewing, listening, reading, representing, speaking, and writing.
AR8.2 Appraise own and others’ work for clarity, correctness, and variety.
Each outcome is supported by indicators which provide the breadth and depth of the expectations for the outcomes. The outcomes and their indicators are listed on pages 33-48. Teachers are encouraged to build upon outcomes in the previous grades and provide scaffolding to support student achievement of the Grade 8 outcomes.

Resources Used in This Unit
· 5 – 6 extended fiction

· Speak to the Earth, William Bell

· Escape from Memory, Margaret Peterson Haddix

· Skybreaker, Kenneth Oppel

· __

· __

· __

· Video Clip ‘Life before the Industrial Revolution’ (Discovery Learning)

· Crossroads, pages 191 - 247

· ResourceLines 7/8, pages 132 - 135, 234 - 236
	Purpose / Outcomes
	Learning Activities
	Strategies and Assessment

	Individual reading
     CR8.6
     CR8.7
Visual representation

Oral booktalk

     CC8.7
Viewing

     CR8.4
Analyse visual information and synthesis information

     CR8.5
Pre-writing

     CC8.3
     CC8.6
Expository Writing

     CC8.4
     CC8.8
Read Memoir 
     CR8.6
Paraphrasing/Inference
     CR8.2
Pre-writing

     CR8.2
5 paragraph writing

     CC8.3
Read to understand

     CR8.3
Persuasive debate

     CC8.5, AR8.2
Language Study
     CC8.4
     CR8.6
Language Study
     CR8.3
Reading poetry

     CR8.3
Express ideas in visual format - electronic collage

     CC8.9
Compare / contrast

     CR8.4
     CR8.1
     CC8.7, AR8.2
Reading non-fiction for information

     CR8.2
Create persuasive pamphlets

     CC8.1, AR8.2
     CC8.1
Language Study
     CC8.4
Writing FRAME

     CC8.3
Write Newspaper article

Respond critically to visual images

     CR8.4
Creating visual illustrations

     CR8.4, CC8.9
Reading non-fiction for information

     CR8.2
Interviewing skills
     CC8.2(individual)
     CC8.5
Presentation with visual component

     CC8.7, AR8.1,  

     AR8.2
	Introduction
We live in a complex world that requires us to live and work with nature, animals, other human beings, and technology in a respectful way. Whenever we live, we use natural and synthetic resources Sometimes we take all of these for granted. Whether it is a simple technology such as a pen or a complex technology such as the Internet, it has an impact on our lives, environment, and society. Considering the role of technology in our past, present, and, especially our future is important.
Questions for Deeper Understanding:

· How have technical inventions of the past affected your life?
· How does technology impact society in positive and negative ways?

· How will technology change your life as you grow older?
· What ate some potential benefits and risks related to present and future technological developments?

· How can various texts keep us aware of the effects of technology on society?

Use the Unit Organizer to introduce the unit to the students.

Book Club
Select 5 or 6 extended fiction pieces for students to read throughout the unit. Conduct a booktalk to provide students with information about the selections. Each group will meet regularly to plan their reading and activities. Each group will develop a bulletin board display to inform others about their selection and how it fits in with the unit theme. An oral booktalk will also be required.
Students will keep a reading journal focusing on the book’s handling of the themes of environment and technology.  
     Text to Text   /   Text to Society   /    Text to Self
Changes
**
The industrial revolution was a time of great technological change. How has life changed since the industrial revolution?

View video clip ‘Life Before the Industrial Revolution’
Have students in groups complete a Rotating Groups session on life before the industrial revolution / life today. Four category sheets: Communication, Transportation, Work, Family Interactions.

Complete a 2 Column FRAME: Life before the Industrial revolution / Life today. Comparing Living Conditions is about Life before the industrial revolution is much different that the life we live today. Each section should contain 3 – 4 key ideas that can be elaborated on for contrast. 
In small groups have students do a Positive, Minus, Interesting chart on life today compared to life before the industrial revolution (How is life better? How is life worse? What would be interesting if we lived more like people did in the past?)

RAFTs

Expository paragraph – Use the FRAME as an outline to write a one paragraph composition comparing / contrasting life before the industrial revolution to today.
**

Read A Desk for My Daughter, page 192. 
Complete an It Says / I Say / And So frame on the last paragraph of the essay.

Write a personal memoir about a special object. Complete a 3 column FRAME to outline the writing: Description of object / Thoughts & feelings about object / Use of object.

Technology and its Role
Review the Unit Organizer with the students. Add answers for Key Questions. Add jot notes to the extended unit Organizer.
Read Learn with BOOK, page 197
Discuss satire.

Prepare and conduct a mini debate on the topic “books will always be used in our society as a source of learning and entertainment.

Acronyms With a partner, list as many acronyms as you can think of. Then make up your own acronyms and share with other groups.

Read Instant Messaging, page 200

How has instant messaging / texting changed the lives of people for the better and worse? 

Using colons, parenthesis, and quotation marks.

Advantages and Disadvantages of Technology
Review the Unit Organizer with the students. Add answers for Key Questions. Add jot notes to the extended unit Organizer.
Read The Path of Our Sorrow, page 206 and Ride Forever, page 208. 

Have students plan a collage (what is your theme, what images will you use, what text will you incorporate, what will your layout be like) and develop this visual by locating electronic images and manipulating them in a graphics program.

Follow up by discussing the advantages and disadvantages of completing this assignment on the computer compared to completing it in a more traditional manner. Chart the results. (Small groups of students shared to whole group)
Future Technological Trends
Review the Unit Organizer with the students. Add answers for Key Questions. Add jot notes to the extended unit Organizer.
Read On the Trail to a Greener Future, page 211.
In small groups, brainstorm ideas of technologies that help the environment / technologies that harm the environment.

Have students read ResourceLines 7/8 page234. Co-construct a Content Enhancement TRIMS routine on the information.
Then have the group choose one environmentally friendly technology and have them create an advertisement pamphlet to promote the technology to the public. 

Read A Mysterious Contraption, page 214. List the discoveries mentioned in this piece, noting the dates. List more modern discoveries and inventions that use these earlier discoveries as their bases.
Read A Close Match, page 219.

Discuss Foreshadowing and Dialogue in stories. 

Impact on the Environment and Society

Review the Unit Organizer with the students. Add answers for Key Questions. Add jot notes to the extended unit Organizer.
Read Preserving a Culture, page 232. Have students create a newspaper article on Leah Otak. Students will complete a news story writing FRAME prior to writing their news article.
Look at The View from Here, page 241. Respond to the images in small groups.
Read Our Elders are Watching, page 244. Have students list several examples of imagery from the poem. Students can then illustrate these phrases.
Have students read ResourceLines 7/8, page 132 (Interviews). Co-construct a Content Enhancement TRIMS routine on the information.
Have students plan and conduct an interview on the technological advancements and changes that have occurred during someone’s lifetime.
Create a 5 – 10 slide powerpoint based on the information from the interview.
Conduct a presentation to the class using the powerpoint as a visual.
Review the Unit Organizer with the students. Add answers for Key Questions. Add jot notes to the extended unit Organizer.

	4 sheets

2 column FRAME

Expository guide

Paragraph Writing Frame
It Says frame

3 column FRAME

Debate sheet

2 column chart

TRIMS device

News story frame

TRIMS device

Interview guide

Oral presentation checklist


