ELA 90 Pre-Unit Package


Beginning the semester
- pre-unit instructions (semester 1)

- pre-unit review (semester2)
Timeline: approximately 7 days

· Refer to the Course Organizer for an overview of the course.

· Pre-unit purpose: 
to introduce students to key skills

                                    to introduce students to several Content Enhancement Routines

Necessary Resources


English Department Expectations
FRAMES
- Writing Process (5 column)


Course Organizer and Map



- Paragraphing (3 column)


Course Assignments




- Types of Paragraphs (4 column)


Reading log handout


TRIMS devise
 - A Guide to Learning

Paragraph examples handout

Informal Letter FRAME
Pre-unit Overview

The following skills should be introduced to the ELA students at the start of the semester prior to beginning either ELA A90 or ELA B90 units. These skills will be reinforced and developed throughout the ELA courses. Have students refer back to the frames and handouts developed or started in this pre-unit package.

1. Writing Process

2. Parts of a Paragraph

3. Types of Paragraphs

4. Writing Process Portfolio
	Purpose /

Outcome
	Strategies and Assessment
	Learning Activities

	Theme Intro

CR 9.1

Appropriate Strategies

CR 9.2

Listening

CR 9.5

Write to inform

CC 9.8

Appropriate Strategies

CR 9.2

Appropriate Strategies

CR 9.2

Appropriate Strategies

CR 9.2

Write

CC 9.8

Oral Language

CC 9.6

Appropriate Strategies

CR 9.2

Appropriate Strategies

CR 9.2

Purposeful Reading

CR 9.6

Appropriate Strategies

CR 9.2


	Course Organizer
Reading Logs

Response Journal

Informal Letter
Writing FRAME

5 Column FRAME

3 Column FRAME

Paragraph
4 Column FRAME

Writing Portfolio

RAFTS

TRIMS Sheet


	Lesson 1                                                                                              

· Introductions.

· Present and discuss the English Department expectation.

· Present and discuss course organizer.

· Present and discuss course map. 

· Explain how both of these will be used throughout the course and how, if used properly, the students will benefit by having a complete study guide at course end.

· Present and discuss expectations for Reading logs.

· Explain expectation for a Response Journal.

Read a short story about the 1st day at high school. Have students record their thoughts I their Response Journal.


>> Course Organizer ELA 90 A <<

>> Course Organizer ELA 90 B <<

>> First School Day Story <<
Lesson 2           *alter assignment in semester 2                                  

· Present a mini-lesson on the personal letter (semester 1).

· Present a mini-lesson on the formal letter (semester 2).

· Walk students through the completion of a framing routine for the letter assignment.

· Students to work on 1st draft.

· Set due date for assignment.


>> Letter FRAME <<       

>> Letter FRAME Teacher <<




>> Letter Assignment sheet <<
Lesson 3           *review in semester 2                                                 

· Have students borrow books from the library. 

· Discuss the importance of following the steps in the writing process.

· Prewriting

· First Draft

· Revising

· Editing and Proofing

· Publishing

· Have students complete a Writing Process FRAME (5 column frame). Use overhead/Smartboard for students to follow while completing the frame.


>> Writing Process FRAME – student copy <<

>> Writing Process FRAME – teacher copy <<
Lesson 4           *review in semester 2                                                 


· Begin with 10 minutes Reading Time.

· Review the important components of a paragraph.

· Topic sentence

· Body

· Concluding sentence

· Have students complete a Paragraph FRAME. (3 column frame).

· Topic sentence

· Introduces subject

· Indent

· Body

· Provides details

· Length will vary – 3+ sentences

· Has an order

· Concluding sentence

· Refers back to topic

· Provides reader with a thought

· Connects to next paragraph

· Have students construct a paragraph on some timely topic. Assess to determine student abilities.


>> Paragraph FRAME – student copy <<

>> Paragraph FRAME – teacher copy <<
Lesson 5           *review in semester 2                                                 

· Begin with 10 minutes Reading Time.

· Discuss the 4 main types of paragraphs to be used throughout the semester.

· Narrative

· Descriptive

· Persuasive

· Expository

· Have students complete a Types of Paragraphs FRAME (4 column frame) outlining the main characteristics of each paragraph style.

· Handout and discuss the paragraph example sheet.


>> Types of Paragraphs Handout <<
>> Types of Paragraphs FRAME – student copy <<

>> Types of Paragraphs FRAME – teacher copy <<
Lesson 6                                                                                             

· Begin with 10 minutes Reading Time.

· Introduce students to the Writing Process Portfolio.

· Walk them through the process of using the portfolio.

· Provide then with several paragraph prompts and have them practice using RAFTS.

· Then have students take out the portfolio to develop a RAFTS prompt for each of the four paragraphs from the last lesson. You may wish to assign different paragraphs to students and have them share the results at the end of the period.

· Also have students use the Writing Process Portfolio proofing checklist for each paragraph.


>> Writing Process Portfolio <<
Lesson 7                                                                                             

· Begin with 10 minutes Reading Time.

· Discuss with students the importance of learning and the importance of learning to communicate effectively.

· Have students complete a TRIMS device for the chapter in ResourceLines, “A Guide to Learning” (1 – 16).


>> TRIMS Sheets – student copy <<

>> TRIMS Sheets – teacher copy <<
** Book time for LIBRARY ORIENTATION PERIODS (semester 1 only)

1. Library orientation and introduction to Internet

2. Researching Skills using the Internet

3. Using online Databases effectively


























